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Seminar in African Art History

Spring 2007

Room FA 103. Wed. 5:00-7:45 p.m.
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Instructor: Dr. dele jegede
Office: 124 Art Building

Phone: 529-2900

Office Hours: By appointment

e-mail: jegeded@muohio.edu
I.
Goals and Objectives

This course explores the several layers of meaning in the arts of Africa. It emphasizes interrelationships among the performing, oral, and visual arts. It deals with the distinctive forms and styles that characterize the traditional arts of some ethnic groups in Africa and probes the philosophical, cultural, and socio-religious conditions that influenced the production and use of artworks. A corollary of this is an examination of the context within which the arts were, and continue to be, produced. A connection with be established between the past and the present: between the traditional and contemporary arts of the African continent. This course offers you the necessary intellectual framework for a critical examination of a single topic, which for this semester is African Art as Text. 

Through assigned readings, class discussions and individual class presentations, we will examine the confluence of factors that culminated in exoticization of Africa. What is the impact of museums in the dislocation and transformation of African art? Who are the benefactors and beneficiaries of the encounters between Africans and non-Africans? The images that we will deal with in this seminar will become signals and texts, the analyses of which will be our primary concern. 

II.
Learning Outcomes

At the successful completion of this course, you will become knowledgeable about the arts and cultures of Africa. You will become familiar with the significance of the cultural, religious, philosophical, and political precepts that sustain the arts. You will become appreciative of the inventiveness of African artists and their relevance in giving concrete shape to those beliefs and practices that memorialize periods, define cultures, and distinguish groups and societies. Above all, you will understand the significance of art and culture in shaping histories and societies.

III.
Textbooks (Required): 

a)
Monica Blackmun Visona et al A History of Art in Africa.. New York: Prentice Hall, 2003 

b)
dele jegede. Course Pack. Available at Oxford Copy Shop


Recommended: 

a)
A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations (6th Edition) by Kate Turabian. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1996. 

IV
Teaching Philosophy
I strive to empower you to achieve your maximum intellectual potential through an approach that makes me an unabashedly enthusiastic facilitator, passionate guide, and friendly companion. I am committed to creating a learning environment that promotes respect for diversity and individuality.

V.
Attendance Policy
Roll will be taken regularly during the semester. Trips to museums are counted as part of attendance for this class. The maximum number of absences that you may have without penalty is ONE. Please note that no absence will be entertained during the last two weeks of the semester, since this is when class presentations are made. If you miss class, the penalty for absence will be doubled. Beyond that, a deduction of one half-letter grade will be assessed for every absence. (This is not a threat; it is a caveat just so you know upfront.) If you record three absences, you may be dropped from the class with a WF grade. You are responsible for material covered in class during any absence. Please bring any extenuating condition that may have an impact on your attendance to my attention; I’ll be happy to work with you in resolving your problems.

VI.

Assignments and Grades

(
JANUARY 24: Map Test. (15% of grade)
From a current map of Africa, you will be asked to identify 25 randomly selected countries. See Blackboard for a color copy of Africa.

(
BEGINNING from January 24: Critical Interventions and Presentations/Class Participations. (15% of grade; see roster of presenters in your Schedule of Weekly Readings and Assignments). Five-page paper due on the day you make your presentation. Your 10-minute presentation to the class will be an analysis of the assigned readings. Your critical intervention will be followed by a class discussion. 

(
Museum Trips. (20% of grade) 


Please mark your calendar. There will be trips to museums as follows:


Indianapolis Museum of Art: SATURDAY, JANUARY 27

Cincinnati Art Museum: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10. I have made arrangements with the Indianapolis Museum of Art and reservations have been made for you to bring your meals to the Café. Of course, you may also buy your meals there. The tour of the African Art gallery will start at 11:00 a.m. and last about 2.5 hours. There are no entry fees. Departure is at 8:45 a.m. prompt from the Shriver/Art Department building parking lot. I will send a sign-up sheet for you to indicate whether you are interested in going in a university van, in your own vehicle, or need a ride. These trips are a mandatory part of this class. If, for any reasons, you will be unable to attend, you should bring this to my attention right away. 

(
Term paper (30% of grade)

A grading rubric, notes and requirements for your paper will be issued as a separate item. 
(
Paper Topics 

You will begin to work on topics for your paper as you continue with your readings. This is where our library tour on January 17 comes in handy. Drafts of proposals are due to me on the dates specified in the Schedule of Daily Readings and Assignments. Please note that once your final topic is approved, you will be penalized for changing it without first obtaining a written approval from me.

(
End of Semester Presentation (10% of grade)

You will be given fuller details on the presentation later in the semester.

(
Blackboard Postings. (10% of grade) 

For the second half of the semester, assigned readings will be from your textbook, A History of Art in Africa. You will belong to a group of three, and each group will have a lead discussant who will moderate discussions in class and on Blackboard. Blackboard postings and discussions throughout the semester ARE an essential part of your class participation. They will be archived and graded at the end of the semester. 
X

Evaluation

Your grade will be based on the standard Miami University plus/minus grading system. Your final grade will be based on your performance in the following areas:

	Standard Letter Grade


	
	Points Per Semester Hour

	A+
	Excellent
	4.0

	A
	
	4.0

	A-
	
	3.7

	B+
	Good
	3.3

	B
	
	3.0

	B-
	
	2.7

	C+
	Satisfactory
	2.3

	C
	
	2.0

	C-
	
	1.7

	D+
	Poor
	1.3

	D
	
	1.0

	D-
	
	0.7

	F
	Failure
	0.0


VIII.
Academic Misconduct 

Cheating of any kind, including plagiarism even of the slightest order, will provoke severe penalty as prescribed in the Chapter 1, Part V (Academic Misconduct), Sections 01.501 to 01.507 of the 2005-2006 Student Handbook, which you should familiarize yourself with. 

IX.

Learning Disability

If you have a learning disability (i.e., reading, speaking and/or writing impediments) that might affect your performance in this class, please bring this to my attention no later than the second week of the semester.

X.
Summary of Grade Assignment
Map Test






15%

Critical Intervention and Presentations; Class Participation

15%

End of Semester Presentation




10%

Term Paper






30%

Museum Trips





20%

Blackboard Discussion Postings




10%

XI.
Advisory
Please endeavor to keep copies of your papers and topic drafts. The Department is undergoing NASAD re-accreditation this semester, and members of the visiting team may review your papers. 

Finally, blame any or all errors made in this syllabus on the computer! 

,

SCHEDULE OF WEEKLY READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS

This schedule may be modified during the semester. Such modification will be brought to your attention.

WEEK ONE: Jan. 10

Introduction to the course. 





Presentation date assignments





Africa and the West:




Video: Ali Mazrui’s Africa

WEEK TWO: Jan. 17 

Improving Student Research Fluency

Between Google and King: drawing the battle line for successful student research. Tour of the Wertz Art and Architecture Library conducted by Tracy Nakamura Brinkman

WEEK THREE: Jan. 24

FIRST DRAFT OF PAPER OUTLINE DUE





MAP TEST





Africa, Art, and the West:




Note: all readings are from your course pack





Read pages 1-63





Critical interventions: 





Jordan Bissett; Megan Boyer; 

WEEK FOUR: Jan. 31

Africa, Art, and the West:




Read pages 64-97





Critical interventions: 





Casey Carmell; Kathryn Fodor ; 

WEEK FIVE: Feb. 7

SECOND DRAFT OF PAPER OUTLINE DUE





The Museum Effect:




Read pages 99-163





Critical interventions: 





Audrey Freeman; Anne McLean

WEEK SIX: Feb. 14

Spirituality and African Art:




Read page 166-217





Critical interventions:





 Ashlie Puckett; Ashley Rieger

WEEK SEVEN: Feb. 21
 
THIRD and FINAL DRAFT OF PAPER 





OUTLINE DUE




Spirituality and African Art:




Read page 218-268





Critical interventions: 




Lindsey Rossiter; Austin Schultz

WEEK EIGHT: Feb. 28

The Contemporary Arena 





Read pp. 271-336





Critical interventions: 




Britain Spinney; Kevin Trump
WEEK NINE: March 7

The Contemporary Arena




Read pp. 337-367





Critical interventions: 




Lawren Williams; Alisha Axe




From your second textbook, History of Art in Africa:





Read pp. 14-78

WEEK TEN: March 11-18: 

SPRING BREAK; NO CLASSES

WEEK ELEVEN: March 14

The Central Sudan; The Mande; The Upper Niger:





Read pp79-165

Contemporary Nigerian sculptor Olu Amoda makes presentation to class

Lead Discussants Elected by Group to Catalyze Blackboard Discussions

WEEK TWELVE:  Mar. 21

West Atlantic Forests:





Read pp. 168-227

WEEK THIRTEEN: Mar. 28 

The Yoruba





Read pp. 228-326

WEEK FOURTEEN: April 4

Gabon; The Western Congo Basin





Read pp. 355-437

WEEK FIFTEEN: April 18

Class Presentations





Roster will be issued later
WEEK SIXTEEN: April 25

Class Presentations
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